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For more information, please contact: 
Brenda Thompson, 512-461-5644 

brenda@brendathompson.com	  
	  
 

Media, please note: Author list, news releases, media credential forms, high-res photos, 
Festival poster image, and other resources are available at 
http://www.texasbookfestival.org/pressroom. Media credentials are required to cover the 
Texas Book Festival, and the deadline to submit the online form is Oct. 13. 
 
 
 
September 3, 2015 
 
 

300 authors coming to Texas Book Fest Oct. 17-18  
 

20th anniversary lineup to feature Margaret Atwood, Taye 
Diggs, Nick Flynn, Linda Gray, Daniel Handler, Gary Hart, 

Chuck Palahniuk, and more 
 

AUSTIN—A record 300 authors are coming to the 2015 Texas Book Festival, Oct. 17 
and 18, the largest number in the Festival’s 20-year history, it was announced tonight. 
Nationally renowned authors include Margaret Atwood, Taye Diggs, Nick Flynn, Linda 
Gray, Daniel Handler (Lemony Snicket), Gary Hart, Luis Alberto Urrea, Margo Jefferson, 
Attica Locke, Marie Lu, Chuck Palahniuk, Tavi Gevinson, and Adrian Tomine.  
 
Other headlining authors include Sandra Cisneros (the only 2015 author who was part 
of the first Festival in 1995), Steve Inskeep, Azar Nafisi, Leonard Pitts, Jr., Mary Helen 
Specht, Jonathan Lethem, Lauren Groff, John Sununu, Scott Simon, and Robert 
Christgau. 
 
The entire list of authors and their featured books is available online at 
www.texasbookfestival.org. 
 
Celebrating the Festival’s 20th anniversary and her third year as Festival literary director, 
Steph Opitz says it’s all been “an incredibly gratifying experience.” 
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“Over the years we've had fabulous big name-authors and we've had ‘trust-us-this-
person/book-is going-to-be-huge’ overnight sensations. This year it's going to be all that 
and some,” Opitz says. “If I wasn't working this thing, I'd be sprinting from session to 
session trying to get at least a taste of all the magic happening in our Capitol that 
weekend.” 
 
Standout themes this year include several books about music, poetry, graphic novels 
including several by women authors, and a strong showing of children’s and young adult 
authors.  
 
More than 40,000 people are expected to attend the 20th Anniversary Texas Book 
Festival Oct. 17 and 18. The weekend kicks off with the First Edition Literary Gala, 
featuring Festival authors Margaret Atwood, Taye Diggs, and Scott Simon. The Gala is 
held at the Four Seasons, and only a few tickets are remaining. An after-party will also 
be held at the Four Seasons, to give more people the opportunity to mingle with authors 
and be part of the Gala festivities. Tickets to the after-party are $75 and are available on 
the Festival website. 
 
One of the nation’s premier literary events and longest-running book festivals in the 
country, the Festival continues to be free and open to the public thanks to sponsors and 
volunteers. In addition to the record number of authors, the Festival brings 40,000 
attendees, live music, kids’ activities, food trucks, book signings and sales, and 100 
exhibitors all in and around the State Capitol over two full days. 
 
The 2015 Texas Book Festival is co-presented by AT&T and H-E-B. Other major 
sponsors include Brigid Cockrum and family, Kirkus Reviews, the Texas College 
Savings Plan, Texas Monthly, the Tocker Foundation, C-SPAN2 Book TV, St. David’s 
HealthCare, Buena Vista Foundation, Pentagram, Central Market, and the Austin 
American-Statesman.  
 
 
 
About the Texas Book Festival 
 
The Texas Book Festival celebrates authors and their contributions to the culture of 
literacy, ideas, and imagination. Founded in 1995 by first lady Laura Bush, Mary 
Margaret Farabee, and a group of volunteers, the nonprofit Texas Book Festival 
promotes the joys of reading and writing through its annual Festival Weekend, the one-
day Texas Teen Book Festival happening September 26, the Reading Rock Stars 
program, grants to Texas libraries, a youth fiction writing contest, and year-round literary 
programming. The Festival is held on the grounds of the Texas Capitol each fall and 
features more than 250-plus renowned authors, panels, book signings, live music, 
cooking demonstrations, and children’s activities. Thanks to generous donors, 
sponsors, and 1,000 volunteers, the Festival remains free and open to the public. Visit 
www.texasbookfestival.org for more information, and join the conversation using the 
hashtag #txbookfest on Facebook; and @txbookfest on Twitter and Instagram.  


